
 
 

Writing – Reading – Literature 
 
•  Think like a writer. 
 
•  Make a list of words about snow. Use books or the Internet to find words 
others use to tell about snow, ice, and cold weather. Find examples for those 
words as you walk the trail on different days. (Examples: crust, slush, powder, 
and crystals) 
 
•  What words would scientists use to describe snow or tell what it is? 
 
•   What special words would weather forecasters use to tell about what you feel 
and see on the trail? 
 
•  How would you describe what you see on a winter walk to someone who has 
never seen or felt snow or ice? 
 
•  How would sports writers write about snow?  What words would they use to 
describe snow for skiing, snow boarding, sledding, snowshoeing or other sports? 
 
•  Be a photo journalist.  Plan which pictures you want to take to help your 
writing tell a story. 
 
•  Be a script writer.  Take photographs or videos and write script to go with 
them. 



•  Be a poet. Write how you think or feel about snow.  Write different kinds of 
poetry.  Read poems others have written about snow. 
 
•  Be a reporter, a letter writer or add to a diary. Keep a journal. Write about 
your experiences on the trails in winter. Write labels and captions for photos you 
take.  Will the writing help you remember what you did or saw if you read it 
many years later? 
 
•  Use your senses of touch and smell.  What words describe what you feel or 
smell. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Reading 
 
•  Before you walk a trail, think about what you might see or want to know.  Do 
some background reading to get ready for your walk. 
 
•  As you walk the trail, think of stories or books you have read that remind you 
of what you see or experience.  
 
•  After a walk, look for new reading materials that give you more information 
about what you saw.  Find books or stories written by others who had 
experiences like yours.  Find folk or fanciful tales that have been used to 
“explain” events in nature. 
 
•  What local writers have described winter weather or winter activities in Taylor 
County? Read their materials and then write your own.  
  
•  Use a list of artifacts (tools, ox yokes, maple syrup equipment, etc.) that are 
named in the “Little House Books” by Wilder.  Which ones were used at 
locations along the trail?  Read the stories in the books to learn how Laura 
described them. 
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