
 
 

Rabbit That Has Gnawed Bark of Cedars During the Night 
 

Who is Out at Night in the Kuse Nature Preserve, a Nearby Woods or Maybe 
in Your Backyard? 

 
 A nature preserve is not like a zoo.  At a zoo, animals are kept in 
enclosures and it may be possible to see them through fences and walls during 
much of the year.  In a nature preserve or a neighborhood, animals are free to 
come and go in the environment or habitat that best suits their needs.  Some may 
be there much of the time and others may be seen only once in years.  Some are 
rarely seen, but we know from tracks in mud or on freshly fallen snow that they 
have been active. 
 

While people are at school in the daytime, many animals are sleeping in 
the woods and fields nearby.  They come out at night when we are asleep. 
 

Members of our families work in many places.  Some of them work in 
“shifts” and drive to work at times when they see animals on or near the road.  
The starting and ending times of these shifts may vary from place to place, but 
this list gives a general idea of times people work in first, second and third shifts. 
 

1st shift is usually 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p. m. 
2nd shift is usually 2:00 p. m. to 10:00 p. m. 
3rd shift is 10:00 p. m. to 6:00 a. m. 

 
When these people go to and from work, they see animals that are awake 



during their travel times.  Some may see crepuscular animals (active primarily at 
dawn and dusk).  Others will see nocturnal animals (active at night that sleep 
during the day).  Some may see those that are diurnal, (those that are active 
during the day and sleep at night). 

 
You can see pictures of some of the nocturnal and crepuscular animals 

that live on or near the Kuse Nature Preserve by finding them on the “animals” 
link. 

 
 Why do animals prefer certain kinds of light or times of day or night for 
their activities?  Security and availability of food sources help determine when 
animals move about.  Their bodies are adapted to work well at certain times. 
 
Protection from Heat, Sun and Enemies 
•  They come out at night because they need to stay out of the hot sun.  
•  They hunt for the kind of food they like because it comes out at night.   
•  They feel protected by the dark.   
 
Body Adaptations that Help Animals at Night. 
•  Large eyes to see in the dark.   
•  Good sense of smell that helps them find food in the dark.   
•  Having and using body parts such as feelers or whiskers to sense their 
surroundings. 
•  Ears that help them hear especially well.   
•  Ability to use echolocation to get around in the dark. 
 
 When might people see these animals in the Kuse Nature Preserve or in 
their own backyards?  Some animals are active only during warm times of the 
year and will not be seen in very cold weather.  Sometimes people might see the 
animals’ tracks in the mud or snow or see the scat they leave behind. Some of 
their pictures have been taken on motion cameras. 
 
What Animals Come Out at Night? 

 
Mammals 

Bats 
Bats are the only mammals that can fly.  These are very helpful animals that we 
want to protect.  They catch insects in the air by using echolocation to find their 
prey.  Bats make sounds that bounce off of objects they want to catch or avoid.  
Little brown bats often live in attics, hollow trees and bat houses.  Sometimes 
they live in attics of large buildings and come out in rooms or hallways at night.  
In the winter, some bats hibernate.  Some, like the Silver-haired Bat, migrate to 
warmer climates in the winter. 
 
Bears 
Their presence has been evident when they have come to eat in the orchard or 
damaged bird feeders. 
 



Cats, Domestic and Feral  
Stray cats from the city and country and their feral descendants find the area a 
place for hunting rodents and, unfortunately, young birds. 
 
Cougar 
Cougars travel great distances as they hunt.  On one occasion many years ago, 
two were seen together on the Kuse property.   
 
Deer 
Deer often sleep in the woods during the day.  At night, they may come out to 
drink at the pond.  They graze in the fields in early evening and at night.  They 
come to eat apples under apple trees during the night.  Drivers know that it is 
especially important to watch for deer crossing the road when it gets dark. 
 
Flying Squirrels 
These beautiful creatures have on occasion come to bird feeders at night. They 
can walk, but also stretch out the loose skin between their front and rear legs and 
glide from place to place.  
 
Foxes and Other Members of the Dog Family 
The high-pitched barking of foxes hunting at night can be heard on summer 
evenings.  Foxes have made dens in various places on Kuse property.  They have 
been seen hunting small mammals.  Neighbors have seen or heard coyotes and 
wolves in the area. 
 
Mice 
House mice (Mus musculus) often move into homes in the fall, travel in the walls 
and basements, and look for food that might be left out.  Homeowners set traps 
and often catch them at night.  There are also White-footed mice, Deer Mice and 
Jumping Mice.  These mice live in the fields and forest and are an important food 
source for larger carnivorous mammals as well as birds, such as owls.  They eat 
grasses, seeds and grains, but can also be pests when they consume garden and 
landscape plants. 
 
Voles 
Meadow Voles (Microtus pennsylvanicus) are abundant in fields and gardens.  
They often damage young trees. 
 
Moles 
Moles belong to a group of mammals called Insectivora. They eat insects and 
worms as they tunnel through the soil. Star-nosed moles (Condylura cristata) live 
in damp and swampy environments.  They have been found on the trail in moist 
areas and near buildings.  Star-nosed Moles have been photographed on the 
Kuse property.  
 
Shrews 
Short-tailed Shrews (Blarina brevicauda) have been seen in summer and winter.  
Shrews belong to a group of mammals called Insectivora. They eat insects and 



worms as they tunnel through the soil.  They may also prey upon small 
vertebrates.  Plant material is eaten, as well.  
 
Porcupines 
Porcupines feed mainly at night but may also be seen during the day.  They have 
only rarely been seen in the Kuse Nature Preserve. 
 
Rabbits 
Rabbits are often seen during the day and at night.  They eat a great variety of 
plant material.  By gnawing bark, they often damage bushes and trees. 
 
Raccoons 
Raccoons often live near people.  These nocturnal visitors raid garbage cans, bird 
feeders and bird houses. They are very clever about opening containers that 
might have food in them.  They may go to the pond and wash their food in 
shallow water.  
 
Skunks 
Skunks hunt for grubs, wasps, or other insects in the ground.  In the morning, 
you can see holes where they have been digging.  Early in the morning, you 
might see skunks going home to sleep. 
 
 

Insects, Spiders and Other Small Creatures 
Moths 
Moths are insects that often fly at night. Some silk moths are attracted to lights at 
night.  They look like butterflies, but butterflies fly during the day.  Male moths 
have wide antennae that help them locate mates. Large silk moths, such as the 
Luna Moth, have no mouth parts and only live long enough to mate. Other 
moths, like sphinx moths, have a long tongue to sip nectar from flowers that are 
open at night.  One sphinx moth searches for nectar in evening primroses that 
open at dusk.  
 
Spiders 
Some spiders form a new web each night and catch night-flying insects. 
 
Fireflies 
Fireflies become visible when they mate during a summer night.  In late June or 
early July, we can see tiny flashing lights across lawns and fields.  Fireflies find 
their mates by flashing their lights at the ends of their bodies at night.  In the 
daytime, they may be sitting on leaves and look like any ordinary insect. 
 
Crickets 
Crickets often begin to sing at dusk.  The rate at which they sing relates to the 
temperature. 
 
Snails and Slugs 
Snails and slugs look for their food at night. 
 



Reptiles and Amphibians 
Frogs and Toads 
In spring, frogs often begin their mating calls at dusk and sing on during the 
night.  Toads also sing at night.  Toads catch insects at night.  Tree frogs may 
climb a window or screen and catch insects that come to these openings.  The hot 
sun might negatively affect their sensitive skin. 
 

Fish 
Bullheads 
Those who have grown up near the Black River know that it is hard to quit 
fishing when darkness arrives.  That is when the Bullheads begin to move about 
and bite on tantalizing bait. 
 

Birds 
Owls 
Owls call to their mates at night.  They catch mice and rabbits and other 
mammals that are out at night.  They can detect animals that move under the 
snow.  A print in the snow may show where one has landed to catch prey.  The 
Great-horned Owl has often been heard in the area.  Occasionally, there may be 
others. 
 
Birds that Sing at Dawn and Dusk 
As soon as there is a tiny bit of light in the morning, some birds seem to be ready 
to search for mates or for food.  Some seem to have special evening songs and 
sing until they can no longer safely move about. Others, such as Sedge Wrens, 
sing late into the night. 
 
 


